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Germany, 1890-1945: Democracy and Dictatorship Workbook
1) Kaiser Wilhelm II and the Difficulties of Ruling Germany
 
a. Define the following key terms:
i. Chancellor: __________________________________________________________________________
ii. Bundesrat: __________________________________________________________________________
iii. Reichstag: ___________________________________________________________________________
iv. Kaiser: ______________________________________________________________________________
v. SPD: ________________________________________________________________________________
vi. Socialism: ____________________________________________________________________________
 
b. Why did the Kaiser want to industrialise and how successful was he? ___________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. How did the growth of socialism lead to problems for the Kaiser? ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

d. The Navy Laws:
i. What were they? ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Why did the Kaiser introduce them? _______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
iii. How did he successfully increase the navy? _________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2) Germany and WWI
 
a. What were some of the political effects of WWI on Germany? ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What were some of the social effects of WWI on Germany? __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. What were some of the economic effects of WWI on Germany? _______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) The Weimar Republic
 
a. Describe the main structure of the Weimar Republic. Use the following terms (President, Chancellor, Reichstag, German People, Article 48, Proportional Representation): ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Fill in the table below, describing 3 strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution:

	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	
	

	
	

	
	



4) The Treaty of Versailles
 
a. Below, brainstorm 5-10 terms of the Treaty of Versailles:




Terms of the Treaty of Versailles








b. How did the German people react to the Treaty? ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Revolutions Against the Weimar Government 1912-1923

a. Describe what happened during the following revolutions:
i. Spartacist Revolution 1919 (Left Wing): __________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Kapp Putsch 1920 (Right Wing): _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Red Rising in the Ruhr 1920 (Left Wing):__________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Munich Putsch 1923 (Right Wing): _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. What do these uprisings tell us about attitudes towards the Weimar Republic? ___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) Weimar in Crisis 1923
 
a. Complete the flow diagram below. Ensure you describe what happened and why, plus describe the impact it had on people in Germany:
Hyperinflation, Feb 1923

Munich Putsch, Nov 1923

Occupation of the Ruhr, Jan 1923














7) Stresemann’s Solutions and Weimar Recovery
 
a.  Complete the timeline below, naming the key events involving Stresemann for each year. Use the list below to help:  Germany in the League of Nations, Kellogg-Briand Pact, Dawes Plan, Locarno Pact/Treaty, Rentenmark introduced, Young Plan.


April 1924
1926
1929


1924
1928
1925




b. Why do some people call the 1920s in Germany the golden age? Include reference to some of the following: cinema, nightlife, literature, cabaret, art and architecture. __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) The Wall Street Crash (Depression)
 
a. Describe the effects that the Depression/Wall Street Crash had on the following: 
i. German businesses:  ___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. German workers: ______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Unemployment: _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Rise of support for extremist parties (e.g. Nazi/Communist): ___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9) Nazi Support

a. Brainstorm the reasons that the following groups would have been attracted to (and voted for)  the Nazi Party:



The Youth
Farmers




Who Voted For The Nazis?


Wealthy people and Upper Classes


Middle Classes (e.g. small business owners and doctors)


Women





10) How Hitler Became Chancellor

a. Match the following key events to the correct dates:

	September 1930
	There were dozens of bomb plots, murders and riots in different places between different groups and the Nazis.

	1932
	The Centre Party again lost seats so von Papen resigned again so Kurt von Schleicher was given the Chancellorship. He was so unpopular so he resigned.

	June 1932
	Hitler was appointed as Chancellor and von Papen as Vice Chancellor. The number of Nazis in the cabinet was reduced to just two as an attempt to control Hitler.

	July 1932
	Brüning resigned and another Centre Party politician, Franz von Papen, was appointed as Chancellor. He also had little support so called an election.

	November 1932
	Election was held, there was no majority government so Heinrich Brüning was made Chancellor but he was not popular as he reduced unemployment pay and increased taxes. The Nazis became the second largest party.

	January 1933
	The results of the election were astonishing, the Nazis became the largest political party and Hitler demanded the Chancellors job. However, Hindenburg gave the job to von Papen again. Another election was called.



11) How Hitler Became Dictator

a. Briefly describe how each of the following helped Hitler strengthen his dictatorship:
	27th Feb 1933 – The Reichstag Fire
	

	28th Feb 1933 – Emergency Protection Law
	

	March 1933 – Law for the Protection of the People and State.
	

	23rd March 1933 – The Enabling Act
	

	2nd May 1933 – Trade Unions Banned.
	

	14th July 1933 – Law Against the Formation of New Parties.
	

	2nd August 1934 – Death of Hindenburg
	


12) The Night of the Long Knives

a. Complete the following paragraph about the Night of the Long Knives and why it was significant:
In J___________ 1_______ even as C_____________________, Hitler still felt threatened by two main groups – the a__________ and the SA. In particular the SA had been an asset, beating up p________________ o________________ but they had become too large and almost uncontrollable. There were also rumours that the leader E_________________ R_______________ was planning to merge the a____________ and the SA and potentially o_______________________ Hitler. Hitler decided that he needed to assassinate E____________ R__________ and reduce the strength of the SA. They went to arrest R____________ at a hotel and put him in prison where he was s____________ by two SS guards. At least ___________ others who were deemed a threat were also arrested then murdered. This event was significant for several reasons. Firstly, it removed people who didn’t a__________ with Hitler, strengthening his d______________. Secondly, it increased the power of SS leader H_______________ H__________________ who was the head of the p______________ s_____________ in Germany. Finally, Hitler had openly got away with m________________ and established it as part of their regular tactics. Hitler’s position was strengthened further in A______________ 1_________ when President H____________ died. Hitler made the a__________ swear an o_______ of loyalty to him.
13) The Nazis and Unemployment
a. Describe how the Nazis reduced unemployment. Ensure you include the following: The National Labour Service (RAD) and Rearmament. _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Why do some people consider the policies to reduce unemployment to be not as successful as the Nazis claimed? ______
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14) The Nazis and Self-Sufficiency

a. Describe the main economic policies introduced by Hjalmar Schacht: ___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Describe the main economic policies introduced by Hermann Goering: _________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Describe what Nazi policies were introduced to control farmers and agricultural production: ________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15) Nazi Economic Policies and Ordinary Germans

a. Brainstorm what the following schemes were and the impact they had on ordinary Germans:



Were people better off or not?
DAF


Were Ordinary Germans Better Off?




KdF
SdA




16) Germany and WWII

a. Match the following dates to the description of what was happening during WWII:
	September 1939
	The battle at Stalingrad leads to over 80,000 Germans being killed and 90,000 more troops surrendering. Germany then lose other battles as new US troops have strengthened the Allies.

	1940
	The Nazis were doomed to defeat, eventually leading to their surrender.

	1941
	By this time Hitler had attacked and defeated 6 European countries and the news from the war zone was constantly good.

	August 1942 to February 1943
	Hitler attacked the USSR and they begin to successfully advance into western Russia.

	August 1944- May 1945
	WWII starts after Hitler and the Nazis invade Poland.


 
b. What effect did rationing have on German people during WWII? ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. What effect did bombing have on German people during WWII? ______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. What effect did labour shortages have on German people during WWII? ________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Define the following key terms:
i. Rationing: ___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Refugee: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Total War: ___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
17) The Nazis and Young People

a. Match the following subjects to the changes that the Nazis made to the curriculum:
	History
	This was considered the most important subject and was given most time on the curriculum as a result (trebling in time). Activities included marching and boxing.

	Geography
	Pupils were taught how to improve their race and why Aryans were superior to other people such as Jews. They looked at tracing ancestry and identifying less desirable physical feature.

	Science
	Taught about the need for Lebensraum and the areas of the world which had been unfairly taken which would one day be returned to Geography.

	PE
	Learnt about great military victories and the injustices of the Treaty of Versailles.

	Maths
	Taught about weapons-making and chemical warfare.

	Eugenics/Race Studies
	This was not considered important and eventually it was dropped from the curriculum completely.

	RE
	Got pupils to work out how much money would be saved if they got rid of all disabled people or even how long it took for bombs to drop.



b. Why did the Nazis change the curriculum in schools and universities? __________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. How did teachers help indoctrinate pupils? _______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
d. What happened to Jews at school? ______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Describe what the two following special schools hope to achieve:
i. Napolas:  ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Adolf Hitler Schools: ___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

f. In the table below make a list of 3 activities in the Hitler Youth designed to brainwash and make them loyal Nazis and 3 activities designed to improve their physical fitness:

	Hitler Youth Activities Designed to Brainwash Young People and make them Loyal Nazis
	Hitler Youth Activities Designed to Improve the Fitness of Young People

	
	

	
	

	
	


18) The Nazis and Women

a. Around the edge of the propaganda poster below, write down some of the desirable characteristics that the Nazis wanted women to have:


[image: See the source image]

b. Describe how the following schemes helped the Nazis to control women and raise the birth rate:
i. Marriage Loans: ___________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Lebensborn Programme: ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. The Motherhood Medal: ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Banning Abortion and Contraception: _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v. Organisations to support women set up (e.g., the German Women’s League): _________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. How successful were the Nazi policies used to control women? ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19) Christianity and the Nazis

a. Why were the Nazis concerned about the Christian Church? ______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Complete the table below outlining how the Nazis tried to control both the Catholic and Protestant Churches:

	
	Catholic Church
	Protestant Church

	How did the Nazis Try to Control the Church?
	Include: The Concordat 
	Include: Reich Bishop Müller

	Which Individuals Opposed the Nazis?
	Include: Cardinal Galen
	Include: Martin Niemöller



c. What happened to other religious groups (e.g. Jehovah Witnesses, the Salvation Army and Jews)? _______________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20) The Nazis and the Final Solution

a. What is meant by the term Aryan? ___________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Briefly state why the following groups were considered undesirable by the Nazis and how they were treated:
i. Tramps, Beggars and Alcoholics: ______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Prostitutes, Homosexuals and ‘Problem Families’: _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. People with strong religious views: ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Physically and Mentally Disabled People: _______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
v. Black People or People of Mixed Race:_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Fill in the flow diagram below to describe how the persecution of Jews worsened between 1933 and 1935:
	January 1933 – August 1934 Include: boycotts, sacking Jews, marking shops with the yellow star of David, propaganda









	September 1935 Include: the Nuremberg Laws










	November 1938 Include: Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass)










	c.1939 Include: The formation of the Einsatzgruppen








	1940 Include: The Warsaw Ghetto








	January 1942 Include: The Wannsee Conference, Final Solution









	1942-1945 Include: Death Camps










d. Briefly outline 2 examples of Jewish resistance to Nazi persecution:
i. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

21) The Nazi Police State

a. Complete the brainstorm about the main aspects of the Nazi police state (include the middle box about Himmler):




The SS

Concentration Camps

The Nazi Police State
Heinrich Himmler












The Gestapo
The Police and Law Courts









22) Nazi Culture and Propaganda

a. Define the following key terms:
i. Propaganda: _____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Censorship: ______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Chamber of Culture: _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Who was Josef Goebbels? __________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Briefly outline how the Nazis managed to increase control over ordinary Germans through propaganda by filling out the following table:

	Media
	How the Nazis Controlled It

	1) Newspapers
	

	2) Films/Cinema
	

	3) Mass Rallies
	

	4) Books/Literature
	

	5) Radio
	

	6) Music
	

	7) Theatre/Cabaret
	

	8) Art
	

	9) Architecture
	

	10) Sports and Leisure
	


23) Opposition to the Nazis

a. Describe the following types of opposition to the Nazis, giving examples:
i. Private Grumbling: ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ii. Passive Resistance: ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iii. Open Opposition (include: White Rose Group, Edelweiss Pirates, Swing Youth): ________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
iv. Attempted coup d’états (include: operation Valkyrie/July Bomb Plot): _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Identify three reasons why opposition to the Nazis was unsuccessful:
1) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) _________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) _________________________________________________________________________________
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