A Christmas Carol Preparation Tasks
[image: Poverty in the Victorian Era]One:
Research poverty in the Victorian times and present your findings in either:
· Poster
· Leaflet
· PowerPoint
· Fact file
You should make sure you find out about Malthus’ Poor Law and the workhouses!

Two:
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This is what Charles Dickens had to say about writing Christmas stories (he wrote lots!) One of the key words here is secular, which means non-religious. Use the following sentence starter to note this down in your own words.
“When writing Christmas stories Dickens wanted to…”
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Christmas and the Victorians

You will have an article about Christmas during the Victorian times and
some images to accompany it. We are going to read through the
articles and compare Christmas before the Victorian times, during the
Victorian times and then Christmas for us today.

Pre-Victorian Christmas | Dickens’ Victorian Our Christmastoday.
Christmas

EXTENSION: Answer the question below using information from your table.
How have the Victorians helped to shape the Christmas we know today?
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The Guardian article: questions A03

When did Queen Victoria take the throne?
Where did ghosts proliferate (increase rapidly in number) most?
When was A Christmas Carol published and how?

What else happened in this year?

Why were ghost stories so popular with publishers?

How could economic change have contributed to the belief and interest
in ghosts?

7. How did gas lamps help with the belief of ghost and supernatural
experiences?

8. What were people doing to keep up the obsession with ghosts and use it
to make money?

9. How did scientific progression help the belief in the supernatural, instead
of hinder it?

10. Why did “’people like Dickens”” use Christmasin their stories?
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Moral tales and lessons to be learned..

“My purpose,” Dickens wrote of these short books, “was, in a
whimsical kind of masque which the good humour of the
season justified, to waken some loving and forbearing
thoughts, never out of season in a Christian land.” Christmas
as Dickens describes it, with its feasting and dancing, its cosy
firesides and frosty landscapes, is more a secular than a
religious celebration. The message that his Christmas books
convey is likewise a human rather than a divine one: good will

to humans.
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