
Reading! 

For K S4 

 

Book recommendations and companion text 

suggestions to help you understand your 

KS4 set literature texts, understand the 

world around you and read for enjoyment. 

 



Reading Recommendations to Accompany 
GCSE Texts: A Christmas Carol 

 

The Five: The Untold Lives of the Women Killed by Jack the Ripper  
by Hallie Rubenhold 
 
Five devastating human stories and a dark and moving portrait 
of Victorian London - the untold lives of the women killed by 
Jack the Ripper. 
 
The person responsible was never identified, but the character 
created by the press to fill that gap has become far more 
famous than any of these five women. For more than a 
century, newspapers have been keen to tell us that 'the 
Ripper' preyed on prostitutes. Not only is this untrue, as 
historian Hallie Rubenhold has discovered, it has prevented 
the real stories of these fascinating women from being told. 
 
Now, in this devastating narrative of five lives, Rubenhold 
finally sets the record straight, revealing a world not just of 
Dickens and Queen Victoria, but of poverty, homelessness and rampant 
misogyny. They died because they were in the wrong place at the wrong time - but their 
greatest misfortune was to be born a woman. 
 
 

The Mystery of Charles Dickens  
by A.N Wilson 
 

 
Filled with twists, pathos and unusual characters, The Mystery of Charles 
Dickens looks back from the legendary writer's death to recall the key 
events in his life. In doing so, A. N. Wilson seeks to understand Dickens's 
creative genius and enduring popularity. Following him from cradle to 
grave, it becomes clear that Dickens's fiction drew from his own 
experiences - a fact he acknowledged. Like Oliver Twist, Dickens 
suffered a wretched childhood, then grew up to become not only a 
respectable gentleman but an artist of prodigious popularity. Dickens 
knew firsthand the poverty and pain his characters endured, 
including the scandal of a failed marriage. 

 
Going beyond standard narrative biography, Wilson brilliantly revisits the wellspring of 
Dickens's vast and wild imagination, revealing why his novels have such instantaneous 
appeal and why they continue to resonate today. He also uncovers the double standards of 
both the man and his times. 
 



 

How to be a Victorian  
by Ruth Goodman 
We know what life was like for Victoria and Albert. But what was it 
like for a commoner - like you or me? 
 
How did it feel to cook with coal and wash with tea leaves? Drink 
beer for breakfast and clean your teeth with cuttlefish? Catch 
the omnibus to work and do the laundry in your corset? 
 
How to be a Victorian by Ruth Goodman is a radical new 
approach to history; a journey back in time more personal 
than anything before. Moving through the rhythm of the day, 
this astonishing guide illuminates the overlapping worlds of 
health, sex, fashion, food, school, work and play. Surviving 
everyday life came down to the gritty details, the small necessities 
and tricks of living and Ruth will show you how. 
 

Fiction Recommendations if you enjoyed A Christmas Carol 
 

 The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 
This dark psychological fantasy gave birth to the idea of the split personality. The 
story of respectable Dr Jekyll's strange association with 'damnable young man' 
Edward Hyde; the hunt through fog-bound London for a killer; and the final 
revelation of Hyde's true identity is a chilling exploration of humanity's basest 
capacity for evil. 

 The Woman in Black by Susan Hill 
Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral Mrs Alice 
Drablow, the house's sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, unaware of the tragic 
secrets which lie hidden behind the shuttered windows. 

 Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 
The world-famous story of a young boy who seeks his fortune on the streets of 
London. After Oliver Twist asks nasty Mr Bumble for more food, he has to flee the 
workhouse for the streets of London. Here he meets the Artful Dodger, who leads 
him to Fagin and his gang of pickpockets. 

 Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
A funny, frightening and tender portrayal of the orphan Pip's journey of self-
discovery. Showing how a young man's life is transformed by a mysterious series of 
events - an encounter with an escaped prisoner; a visit to a black-hearted old woman 
and a beautiful girl; a fortune from a secret donor - Dickens's late novel is a 
masterpiece of psychological and moral truth, and Pip among his greatest creations. 

 
 



Reading Recommendations to Accompany 
GCSE Texts: An Inspector Calls  

 

The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America's Shining Women  
by Kate Moore 
 
The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines. From body 
lotion to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the otherwise dark years of 
the First World War. 

 
Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the 
radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers their bodies from 
head to toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. With 
such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive — until 
they begin to fall mysteriously ill. 
 
But the factories that once offered golden opportunities are now 
ignoring all claims of the gruesome side effects, and the women's 
cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes 

hold, the brave shining girls find themselves embroiled in one of 
the biggest scandals of America's early 20th century, and in a 

groundbreaking battle for workers' rights that will echo for centuries to come. 

 
 
Life Below Stairs: True Lives of Edwardian Servants  
by Alison Maloney 
UPSTAIRS, an Edwardian home would have been a picture of 
elegance and calm, adorned with social gatherings and 
extravagantly envisioned dinner parties.  
 
DOWNSTAIRS, it was a hive of domestic activity, supported by a 
body of staff painstakingly devoted to ensuring the smooth 
running of the household. 
 
Brimming with family secrets, society scandal, and of course 
elaborate parties, dresses, and social customs, the world of 
an aristocratic Edwardian household as depicted on the hit 
show Downton Abbey has captivated millions. But what 
was life really like for the people who kept such a 
household running: the servants? In Life Below Stairs, 
international bestselling author Alison Maloney takes 
readers behind the scenes to reveal a lively and colorful 
picture of what went on "downstairs," describing servants' 
daily life in this now-vanished world. 
 
 
 



Suffragettes: The Fight for Votes for Women by Joyce Marlow 
 

It was a bloody and dangerous war lasting several decades, won finally by 
sheer will and determination in 1928. 
 
Drawing on extracts from diaries, newspapers, letters, journals and books, 
Joyce Marlow has pieced together this inspiring, poignant and exciting 
history using the voices of the women themselves. 
 
Some of the people and events are well-known, but Marlow has gone 
beyond the obvious, particularly beyond London, to show us the ordinary 
women - middle and working-class, who had the breathtaking courage to 
stand up and be counted - or just as likely hectored, or pelted with eggs. 
These women were clever and determined, knew the power of humour 

and surprise and exhibited 'unladylike' passion and bravery. 
 

 
Fiction recommendations if you liked ‘An Inspector Calls’: 
 

 Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw 
Pygmalion both delighted and scandalized its first audiences in 1914. A barbed 
attack on the British class system and a statement of Shaw's feminist views. In 
Shaw's hands, Henry Higgins is the Pygmalion figure who believes he can transform 
Eliza Doolittle, a cockney flower girl, into a duchess at ease in polite society. The one 
thing he overlooks is that his 'creation' has a mind of her own. 
 

 Things a Bright Girl Can Do by Sally Nichols 

Through rallies and marches, in polite drawing rooms and freezing prison cells and 

the poverty-stricken slums of the East End, three courageous young women join the 

fight for the vote. 

Together three girls start to dream of a world where all kinds of women have their 

place. But the fight for freedom will challenge Evelyn, May and Nell more than they 

ever could believe. As war looms, just how much are they willing to sacrifice? 

 

 A Room with a View by E.M Forster 

Lucy has her rigid, middle-class life mapped out for her until she visits Florence with 

her uptight cousin, and finds her neatly ordered existence thrown off balance. Her 

eyes are opened by the unconventional characters she meets. 

Lucy finds herself torn between the intensity of life in Italy and the repressed morals 

of Edwardian England, personified in her terminally dull fiancé.  

 

 DNA by Dennis Kelly 

A group of teenagers do something bad, really bad, then panic and cover the whole 

thing up. But when they find that the cover-up unites them and brings harmony to 

their otherwise fractious lives, where's the incentive to put things right? DNA is a 

poignant and, sometimes, hilarious tale with a very dark heart.  



Reading Recommendations to Accompany 
GCSE Texts: Romeo and Juliet  

 
 
This Is Shakespeare: How to Read the World's Greatest 
Playwright  
by Emma Smith 
A THE TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 2019 
 
A genius and prophet whose timeless works encapsulate the 
human condition like no others. A writer who surpassed his 
contemporaries in vision, originality and literary mastery. Who 
wrote like an angel, putting it all so much better than anyone 
else. 
Is this Shakespeare? Well, sort of. 
 
This electrifying new book thrives on revealing, not resolving, 
the ambiguities of Shakespeare's plays and their changing 
topicality. It introduces an intellectually, theatrically and 
ethically exciting writer who writes in strikingly modern ways 
about individual agency, privacy, politics, celebrity and sex. It 
takes us into a world of politicking and copy-catting, as we 
watch him emulating the blockbusters of Christopher Marlowe and 
Thomas Kyd, the Spielberg and Tarantino of their day; flirting with and skirting round the 
cut-throat issues of succession politics, religious upheaval and technological change. The 
Shakespeare in this book poses awkward questions rather than offering bland answers, 
always implicating us in working out what it might mean. 
 
This is Shakespeare. And he needs your attention. 
 
 
 

Shakespeare  
by Bill Bryson 
 

From bestselling author Bill Bryson comes this compelling short 
biography of William Shakespeare, our greatest dramatist and poet. 
 
Examining centuries of myths, half-truths and downright lies, Bill 
Bryson makes sense of the man behind the masterpieces. As he leads 
us through the crowded streets of Elizabethan England, he brings to 
life the places and characters that inspired Shakespeare's work. 

Along the way he delights in the inventiveness of Shakespeare's 
language, which has given us so many of the indispensable words and phrases 

we use today, and celebrates the Bard's legacy to our literature, culture and history. 



 
Drawing together information from a vast array of sources, this is a masterful account of the 
life and works of William Shakespeare, one of the most famous and most enigmatic people 
ever to have lived - not to mention a classic piece of Bill Bryson. 
 
 
 
 

Shakespeare - Amazing and Extraordinary Facts 
Amazing & Extraordinary Facts: Shakespeare is a 
fascinating collection of surprising revelations, quirky 
characters and other fascinating pieces of trivia from the 
world of the great English bard. From the stories behind 
his well-known plays and poems, through the actors 
and theatres that have entertained his works, to his 
legacy in popular culture and beyond, an intriguing 
and unusual history of his life and times is revealed. 
Drawing back the curtains on this iconic English 
character, there is something here for every 
enthusiast to relish.  
 
 

Fiction recommendations for those who like Romeo and Juliet: 
 

 Romeo and/ or Juliet by Ryan North 
In this New York Times bestselling version of Romeo and Juliet, you get to choose 
where the story goes. Packed with exciting choices, fun puzzles, secret surprises, 
terrible puns and more than a billion possible storylines, Romeo and/or Juliet offers 
a new experience every time you read it. And, as an added bonus, all the different 
endings feature beautiful and quirky illustrations by some of the best artists working 
today. 
Whatever your adventure, you're guaranteed to find lots of romance, epic fight 
scenes and plenty of questionable decision-making by highly emotional teens. 

 

 Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell 
Hamnet is a novel inspired by the son of a famous playwright. It is a story of the 
bond between twins, and of a marriage pushed to the brink by grief. It is also the 
story of a kestrel and its mistress; a flea that boards a ship in Alexandria; and a 
glovemaker's son who flouts convention in pursuit of the woman he loves. Above all, 
it is a tender and unforgettable reimagining of a boy whose life has been all but 
forgotten, but whose name was given to one of the most celebrated plays ever 
written. 

 

 The ‘Noughts and Crosses’ series by Malorie Blackman 
You read Noughts and Crosses in Year 8, a story inspired by the classic tale of Romeo 
and Juliet, but the fictional world continues with several more books in the series. 

 



 


