SOME IMPORTANT WORDS

	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING

	Atheist
	
	Omnipotent
	
	Numinous
	

	Agnostic
	
	Omniscient
	
	Conversion
	

	Theist
	
	Omni-benevolent
	
	Miracle
	

	Monotheist
	
	Transcendent
	
	Awe
	

	Polytheist
	
	Immanent
	
	Natural Evil
	

	Big Bang
	
	Mystical
	
	Moral Evil
	


WHY DO PEOPLE BELIEVE IN A GOD?

There are loads of different reasons why people believe in a god. This module looks at some of the more popular reasons. They are listed below. Your job is to rank the reasons in order (put “1st” by the one you think is best, “2nd” by the next best and so on). Then, for each one, write a couple of reasons why you think it deserved this score.

	REASON FOR BELIEVING
	RANK
	YOUR REASONS

	RELIGIOUS UPBRINGING

Somebody might believe in god because they have been brought up in a religious family. This might involve saying prayers at meal times and bed times. They might have been Christened in church as a baby, and then Confirmed later on. They might have been taken to church regularly as a child, attended Sunday School and been a part of other church organisations like youth clubs, choir, Boys Brigade. They might have been sent to a Church School (Primary and Secondary). All this might make them convinced that there is a god.
	
	

	THE PRESENCE OF RELIGION IN THE WORLD

Somebody might see all the good things that come out of religion in the world. This might include a sense of community among religious people, the large amount of charity work that Christians do (Christian Aid etc), the work in the community that Christians do (helping the elderly, feeding the homeless etc). They might have been influenced by famous religious people who have done great things (Martin Luther King). All these good things might convince somebody that there must be a god.
	
	

	THE SEARCH FOR MEANING

Somebody might come to the conclusion that god must exist because of the great mysteries of life. They might think about the unanswerable questions such as how the universe came to be created and what is the meaning of life. Through their search for meaning and answers in life they might decide that the only real answer is that there must be a god.
	
	

	RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Somebody might come to believe in god because they feel that they have experienced god. It might be that they think they have witnessed a miracle, or that god has spoken to them in their dreams. They might have experienced a vision from god. Or they might have seen some beautiful aspect of the world and responded with feelings of awe. This might cause them to believe that god is the creator of the world.
	
	


To sum up…

People may believe in god because…

	They have been brought up as members of a church community.
	They see that there is religion in the world and that many good things come out of it.
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Signed picture of Jesus on ebay – money to charity!

	They think god is the only answer to life’s mysteries.
	They are struck by the beauty of things in the world and believe only god could have created such beauty

	[image: image3.jpg]the hitch-hiker's guide to the galaxy

| THINK
THEREFORE
| AM

original animation artwork by rod lord www.bbc.co.uk/cult




	[image: image4.jpg]





THE ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD!

There are FOUR main arguments for the existence of god.

1) THE FIRST CAUSE ARGUMENT….also known as…THE COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT

2) THE DESIGN ARGUMENT…………also known as…THE TELEOLOGICAL ARGUMENT

3) THE ARGUMENT FROM RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE…also known as…THE ARGUMENT FROM RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE.
4) THE ONTOLOGICAL ARGUMENT.
1. THE COSMOLOGICAL ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

(Rearrange these sentences into the right order).

(a) Scientists call this “the Big Bang”.

(b) So, to sum up, because there must be a First Cause, and God is the only thing that can possibly be a First Cause, GOD MUST EXIST!

(c) There must have been something that started everything off.

(d) Everything that happens in the universe is caused by something else.

(e) But scientists don’t know what caused the Big Bang to happen, so it is not the First Cause.

(f) If you trace all the causes back you eventually reach the beginning of the universe.

(g) You can look back at each cause, following a path of “causation”.

(h) The First Cause must be something that can exist without anything else causing it.

(i) So God doesn’t have a cause.

(j) God must be the First Cause.

(k) God is the only thing that is eternal, therefore God does not have a beginning or an end.

CLUE: START WITH (d) AND FINISH WITH (b)

	1
	(d) Everything that happens in the universe is caused by something else.

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	(b) So, to sum up, because there must be a First Cause, and God is the only thing that can possibly be a First Cause, GOD MUST EXIST!




HOW COULD YOU SHOW SOMEBODY THE WAY THIS ARGUMENT WORKS USING A SET OF DOMINOES?

	


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THIS ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


2. THE TELEOLOGICAL ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD.

Read through the argument, then re-write it in the second column, filling in the blanks using words from the bottom of the table.

	The teleological argument is also known as the                      argument. It states that the                         is a very complicated system. If you were out walking along a beach one day and you saw the universe sitting on the sand, you would think that somebody must have made it, because it is so                          . Things like that don’t just make themselves. The intricate workings of the universe can’t have come about by

                       . It all works too                . Therefore somebody or                    must have                     the universe. The only thing                     enough to design the whole universe is               . We know that the universe exists because we

can                  it. Therefore we can also know that god                    .


	

	
	

	see
	chance
	

	design
	exists
	

	well
	universe
	

	something
	complicated
	

	god
	designed
	

	powerful
	
	


	


HOW COULD YOU SHOW SOMEBODY HOW THIS ARGUMENT WORKS BY USING A WATCH AND A BAG?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THIS ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


3. THE ARGUMENT FROM RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Q: What is the difference between a miracle and a co-incidence?

A:                                                                                                                       
There are many aspects of the world that astound people and leave them with a sense of awe and wonder. Some people see a beautiful sunset as a sign from god. Others become wrapped up in the mysteries of life. Some people think god has spoken to them directly, or that they have witnessed a miracle.

Imagine you are a religious Christian. Think of four things about the world that would give you a sense of awe of wonder. Draw each one and then explain how it supports your belief in god.

	1


	2

	This shows that god exists because…


	This shows that god exists because…

	3


	4

	This shows that god exists because…


	This shows that god exists because…


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY ARE THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF THIS ARGUMENT FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD?

	STRENGTHS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


4. The Ontological Argument

Fill in the blanks

	The is an _________ argument. It was first posited by St _______ . He said that God is the _________ thing there is. Something that is _____ is automatically greater than something that doesn’t ______ . Therefore if ____ is the greatest thing that exists then He must be real because otherwise other things would be _______ than him. Therefore God exists.



	STRENGHTS
	WEAKNESSES

	
	


.



	Transcendent
	Immanent 
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	This means…


	This means…


Bible Quotes

	“Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.” PSALM 96

“But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God, the eternal King. When he is angry, the earth trembles; the nations cannot endure his wrath.” JEREMIAH 10

“’I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’” REVELATION 1

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles” 2 CORINTHIANS

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” JOHN 3

“For you are great and do marvellous deeds, you alone are God.” PSALM 86





	
	

	
	

	
	


[image: image7.png]M. -
 Nicene Creed

W belers in one God, the Father, the Almights, maker
Iobmrtant o i e o s

We balore n ono Lord. Jesus Gt he oy Son of
God, earmaly bsoten of the Father, God from God.
L from Lt tue God o e G gt -
e, of one Being viththe Fsthr, Throngh i sl

 {hins wore made. For s i fo ow siaton e came.

 dow o bearon by the ower of the Holy S e

" became lncarnate o the Yigin Hars, and wae made
 man For ou sake e s cracfedunes Portis Pt
B e desth and i Wried. On o i day e
ro6 ga nsccordance withte Serptures e aandd
o Hesvn sn i e at the rgh b of the Fther
e il come gl n oy o Jog th i an the
s, and s inglom wll ave o e

Wo bllers i e Holy Sy, the i, e ivc of e,
who process from the Fher and the Son. Wih the
Futber and he Son b s worshied and glorfod. Ho has
 spokn though the Prophee

e heee none ol cthaie and apostolie Charh,
Wo scknowletgsone bapim for th fogvenss f s
e ook for th rsureetin o the dead,an the e of
the wor 0 come. .

Amen ¥





CHALLENGE ONE: KEY WORDS QUIZ
	

	Result
	
	Re-test
	


CHALLENGE 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	


	NAME
	

	TUTOR GROUP
	

	LESSON DAY AND TIME
	

	TEACHER


	



The NATURE OF GOD
LEARNING TARGETS
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	1
	I will know the arguments for the existence of God.
	
	
	

	2
	I will what transcendent and immanent mean.
	
	
	

	3
	I will understand the concept of the Trinity.
	
	
	

	4
	I will understand what Christians believe about God.
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YOUR QUESTIONS

Think of three questions about this topic that you would like answered by the end. Write them down.
	1


	
	

	2


	
	

	3


	
	


Notes, ideas, scribbles, thoughts and doodles

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Teacher dialogue page

challenge 
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The motion is…

“This house believes that if God was real, bad things wouldn’t happen.”

INSTRUCTIONS

You will work in teams of four. Your team will either be proposition (for the statement) or opposition (against the statement). Each member of your team will stand up and speak for five minutes. You should prepare your speeches together so that you are not repeating or contradicting each other.

Each three minute speech is split as follows:-

· Minute one = protected (no interruptions).

· Minutes two - four = Points Of Information (interruptions from the team playing against you) are allowed, but you don’t have to accept them.

· Minute five = protected.

You will be playing against another team of four people who will hold the opposite view to you. Speeches run in the following order:-

	PROPOSITION
	
	
	OPPOSITION

	P1
	first
	second
	O1

	P2
	third
	fourth
	O2

	P3
	fifth
	sixth
	O3

	P4
	seventh
	last
	O4


As you listen to the speeches of the team against you, you must also give them a score out of ten. At the end of the debate each member’s scores should be added up.

MY TEAM

Speaker One________________________________________________

Speaker Two________________________________________________

Speaker Three_______________________________________________

Speaker Four_______________________________________________

We are…………….                        .PROPOSITION/OPPOSITION 

                                                            (Delete as appropriate)

SCORE SHEET (FOR THE TEAM AGAINST US)

	Speaker (name).
	Evidence And Technical Terms

/5
	Debating Skills

/5
	Total

/10

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


MY SCORE (OUT OF 40):___________

DEBATE SCORING

	USE OF EVIDENCE/TECHNICAL TERMS
	SCORE

	One mark for each technical term or word used, up to a maximum of five marks. No marks for repetition of the same word or term.
	0 - 5


	What To Look For
	At this level the student…
	SCORE

	Nothing relevant/nothing said.
	· Shows no knowledge or understanding of the issue. 

· Has misunderstood the concept or has not prepared.
	0

	A basic point made on the subject or a statement of opinion without any real explanation.
	· Shows a little, but not much understanding of the issue. 

· Has some awareness of what the statement means 

· Can see that people can have an opinion about it.
	1

	A fully explained argument or opinion BACKED UP with reasoning and some explanation  

OR…

More than one basic, outlined argument or statements of different opinions without any real explanation.
	Can either:

· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of one key aspect of the debate

or

· show an awareness that there are a number of different points of view/ideas.
	2

	Fully explained argument(s) or opinion(s) BACKED UP with reasoning and some explanation, together with an attempt to ARGUE AGAINST opposite views.
	· Shows understanding of the issue
· Shows understanding that there are two sides to the argument
·  is able to make some attempt to argue against the opposite view
	3



	A number of different views/arguments are addressed.  All points made are well argued and successful. The speech is persuasive.
	· Knows the arguments for and against and can explain/criticize them. 
· Can confidently explore and support or attack a number of the arguments for and against the statement.
	4

	A number of different views/arguments are addressed. All points made are well argued and successful. The speech is persuasive AND REFERENCES ARE MADE TO CURRENT AFFAIRS/REAL LIFE ISSUES.
	· Knows the arguments for and against and can explain/criticize them. 
· Can confidently explore and support or attack a number of the arguments for and against the statement.
· Understands the relevance of the issues to the real world.
	5




Debate Speech

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Progress
	Target
	
	How to improve

	Key Word Quiz
	
	

	V.I.I.G.
	
	

	Jesus’s Life

Quiz
	
	

	The Big Quiz
	
	

	Debate
	
	

	Exam

Question
	
	


Highlight any key words. What do they say about the nature of God?








RELIGIOUS STUDIES


The Nature Of God








NO CONFIDENCE





VERY CONFIDENT





At the start of the topic, draw a line on the confidenceometer to show how confident you are about the subject matter. At the end of the topic draw another line to show how confident you are after the lessons on the topic. Don’t forget to label your lines “1” and “2”.
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