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This module looks at how Christians answer questions about the existence of evil and suffering in the world. It investigates concepts like the devil and god as the source of all good. It also considers what “good” and “bad” actually mean and how Christians decide whether something is good thing to do or not.
SOME IMPORTANT WORDS

	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING
	WORD
	MEANING

	Omnipotent
	All-powerful
	Moral Evil
	The evil that is a result of human activity. The bad things that people do. Violence, murder, rape etc
	Natural Evil
	The suffering that is caused by freak accidents such as drought, famine, earth-quakes, hurricanes etc.

	Satan
	Also known as “the Devil” – some Christians believe there is a completely evil being working against God.
	Conscience
	The knowledge that you have within you that an action is right or wrong. Some think you are born with it. Some say it is the voice of God.
	Parables
	Stories told by Jesus with a theme or message.

	The Problem Of Evil/Suffering
	An argument against the existence of God – “there cannot be a god because bad things happen.”
	Omni-benevolent
	All-loving.
	Sermon
	A speech by a preacher, usually based on biblical text with a message for the listeners.

	Omniscient
	All-knowing.
	Original Sin
	The first sin that some Christians believe was committed by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.
	Duty
	The idea that we have to do what is right and good simply because it is right and good.

	Relative Morality
	The idea that what is good can change over time and can be different for different communities.
	Democracy
	A system where a community decides what to do through voting and the majority win.
	Theodicy
	Theodicies are Christian arguments against the problem of evil, to explain that there is a god despite bad things happening.


WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS EVIL?
Alongside each of the images write down whether you think it is good or evil. Then explain why it is good or evil. Are there any images which could be both good AND evil?

	
	GOOD OR EVIL?
	REASONS
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1. Snakes
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2. Hurricanes
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3. The Police
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4. Charity
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5. War
	
	


	COULD ANY BE BOTH GOOD AND EVIL? GIVE REASONS BELOW.

	


THE PROBLEM OF EVIL AND SUFFERING
Unjumble the following statements.
	1) supposed be God to is good completely.

	

	2) that All God created is therefore also be to supposed completely good.

	

	3) where So does come from evil?

	

	4) Also, God if is all-knowing, all-powerful all-loving and…

	

	5) surely …then wouldn’t He bad happen things let.

	

	6) answer The only can be there that is no God.

	


MORAL EVIL AND NATURAL EVIL
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List as many examples as you can of each type of evil in the table below.
	MORAL EVIL
	NATURAL EVIL

	Murder, racism,

	Tsunamis, disease,


THE DEVIL
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Some Christians believe that there is evil in the world because of the Devil, who is sometimes called Satan. They believe that he is the enemy of God and he rules over hell and tries to make people do bad things. Different Christians have various different ways of thinking of the devil. Read the descriptions below and draw a devil to match each one.

	DEVIL ONE
Red in colour. 

Horns.

Forked tail.

Legs like a goat.

(The devil is often depicted this way in paintings and in folklore).


	

	DEVIL TWO
A snake.

(Some Christians believe this was the disguise that the devil used when he tempted evil in the Garden of Eden).


	

	DEVIL THREE
A human.

(Some Christians believe that the devil is the evil living within all humans. This is also the way they think he appeared to Jesus when he was tempting him in the wilderness).


	

	DEVIL FOUR
Nothing. 

(Some Christians think the devil doesn’t really exist at all).
	


THE ORIGINAL SIN
Some Christians believe that evil exists because of the Fall of Adam and Eve.

[image: image9.emf]Genesis 3:1

Now the snake was the shrewdest of 

any animal of the field which Yahweh 

God had made…

 
[image: image10.emf]Genesis 3:2-3
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[image: image12.emf]Genesis 3:6

they ate it

…

 
[image: image13.emf]Genesis 3:7

The eyes of both them were opened, and they knew that they were naked 

 
[image: image14.emf]Genesis 3:8

They heard the voice of Yahweh 

God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from Yahweh 

God among the trees of the 

garden…

   


[image: image15.emf]Genesis 3:13
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[image: image17.emf]Genesis 3:22-23

Yahweh God sent him away from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from 

which he was taken 


Evil entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed God. This does not answer all the questions though. Identify the problems that this leaves Christians with by ticking the correct ones in the table below. Ignore the ones that you think should not be there.

	POSSIBLE PROBLEMS
	TICK?

	Why did God not make Adam and Eve so perfect that they would always choose the right thing to do?
	

	If everything God made in the Garden was good, where did the evil snake come from?
	

	Who ate all the pies?


	

	How come God couldn’t predict what was going to happen?


	

	Which came first, the chicken or the egg?

	

	What was the point of having a “Tree Of Knowledge” in the Garden of Eden in the first place?
	

	This accounts for moral evil, but how would it account for natural evil?


	


LIFE IS A TEST

Rewrite the following paragraph, filling in the missing words. Use the words from the box below to help you, but watch out for words that don’t belong.
	Some Christians say that evil and ___________ are in the world as a kind of test. Humans were not created fully ____________ and need to ___________ and become more __________. For this reason ___________ has created a world that includes suffering and ___________ to help people to develop and strengthen as they ___________ to overcome their hardships. Suffering teaches important _________. We could never be __________ if there was nothing to be afraid of.  It can also be seen as a test of ________ in god. If people still have faith in god no matter what ___________ things happen in the world, then they are worthy of god’s love and a place in ___________ after they die. 



	WORDS TO HELP:

heaven           faith          suffering          mature               brave                bad      
ferrets          struggle         lemonade          learn          developed          god    
evil             lessons

	WRITE OUT THE COMPLETED PARAGRAPH HERE:





FREE WILL
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HOW CAN CHRISTIANS TELL RIGHT FROM WRONG?

For most Christians, the purpose of life is to become as close to God as they can. This means actually trying to be like God. They want to do the right thing and steer clear of wrong things. 

But how are they to know what is right and what is wrong?

1) THE CONSCIENCE

Unjumble the following statements.

	just They know right something when is and wrong when is something.
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Jiminy Cricket represents the voice of the Conscience in Pinocchio.



	
	

	This conscience because is their them tells.
	

	
	

	can It seen be as voice in head the telling them something is wrong…
	

	
	

	…or feeling the of guilt get they when do something they wrong.
	

	
	

	Christians Many think conscience voice of the the is God.
	

	
	


2) THE BIBLE

The Bible is full of rules and teachings that Christians can use to help them decide what is wrong. Some of them are listed below, tick the ones that might be useful to Christians today.
	The Ten Commandments
	

	The Acts Of The Apostles.
	

	The Creation Story
	

	“Treat Other people in the way you would like to be treated.”
	

	How To Look After Your Slaves.
	

	What To Do If You Argue With Someone About An Ox.
	


3) THE CHURCH
Match up the two halves of the statements correctly.

	1) Many Christians believe that the best way to make sure they are doing the…
	…the local Christian community who will be understanding and sympathetic to their problems.

	2) They will also be mixing with other members of…
	…the priests, bishops and elders of the church who have carefully studied the bible and current views on its content.

	3) They might also think that the people who are best equipped to give them advise are…
	…right thing is to regularly attend their church where they will hear sermons and readings from the Bible that will help them.
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4) THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS

Finally, many Christians try to work out the right thing to do by thinking about what Jesus would have done. They see Jesus as God made human, and therefore God’s way of telling us how we should behave on earth.

LIST AS MANY THINGS THAT JESUS DID THAT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO CHRISTIANS TRYING TO DO THE RIGHT THING AS YOU CAN!
	1


	He said that he forgave the people who did harm to him, including Judas who betrayed him and the religious authorities.

	2


	

	3


	

	4


	

	5


	

	6


	


EXAMINATION QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
(How could you improve the answers?)

.
AN ANSWER

(d) Describe Christian beliefs about God and the Devil. [6]
(d) Although different Christians believe different things about the Devil, most Christians would agree on some basic things about God. They would say that God is omniscient, omnipotent, omni-benevolent and eternal. In other words, an all-knowing, all-powerful, ever-lasting, ultimate source of goodness. They believe they have a loving relationship with this God in the same way that children have a relationship with their father. All this points to the idea that God is entirely good and incapable of anything bad or evil. 

Obviously this throws up problems such as, if God is the creator and cannot do anything bad, where does all the evil and suffering in the world come from? Many Christians believe the answer to this question lies with the Devil. Some Christians have a very old fashioned view of Devil – he is a fiery red, horned beast with goat legs and a tail (an image that goes back in time to before Christianity) who rules over Hell where evil souls go after death. This Devil is seen as the opposite of God – an entirely evil being who exists solely to do evil.
Other Christians believe that the Devil is a fallen angel – once part of God’s “good” creation, but he fell out of favour and rebelled against God. This is seen to some degree in the story of the “The Fall” in the Garden of Eden. Here the Devil is a snake who clearly has issues with God’s power and is rebelling by tempting Eve. Some would even go on to say that this suggests that God would have known about the Devil and how he would act and that God set the whole thing up in order for Adam and Eve to be able to have free will, and to allow evil and suffering to become an essential part of our world. This also seems to fit with the idea of the Devil tempting Jesus in the wilderness.

A more modern Christian view is that there is no Devil. Many Christians do not even believe there is a hell. They think it would be impossible for God’s creation to include anything so evil, so they choose to believe that the answer to the problem of evil and suffering must lie elsewhere. 
(d) Explain how belief in God and the Devil might help people who are suffering. [6]

(d) When people are suffering, it is easy to understand how a belief in a loving, caring God who is completely in control would help them. They would think that what they are going through is all part of God’s plan. It would seem less random and unfair to them because, even if the worst came to the worst and they or their loved ones should die, they know that God will be good to them afterwards and they will go to be with Him in the ultimate place of goodness – heaven. In other words, they know that whatever happens in life, they are in a safe pair of omnipotent, omniscient and omni-benevolent hands. In turn, in order to qualify for this reward, they would understand that they themselves would have to be good. This could be their crusade in times of hardship and suffering. It can help to have something to work towards. And, of course, others would benefit from their goodness and so in some tiny little way they would be helping to defeat evil and suffering in the world. SO this would be practical help as well.

In some cases the thought that God is in control might even make people a bit complacent, or they might believe that because they are suffering they must have done something to deserve it. God is punishing them for their sin so they should resign themselves to the fact that they have to suffer. In a strange way, this thought might also comfort them through their suffering.
A belief in a Devil may help people because they would think that the Devil is the one responsible (not them). The thought of being victimised by an evil being might stir them into action. They might decide that it is necessary to fight back and in doing so find a way to take their mind of their suffering. For many people the thought that an evil being is pursuing them (and needs to be battled) is far easier to deal with than the thought that life is completely random and good and bad things happen by pure chance.

(e) ‘If God was really good then people would not suffer.’

Do you agree? Give reasons to support your opinion and show that you have

thought about different points of view. You must refer to Christianity in your answer.

[12}
(e) This statement forms the basis of “The Problem Of Evil And Suffering” which is an argument against the existence of god. If god is entirely good and loving, and can do anything and knows everything, then logically nobody in the world would suffer any kind evil or accident. They do though, so God cannot exist. It sounds like a good argument, but many Christians would disagree. They would throw back arguments like “we have free will” which means that people can choose how they behave. Without this gift, we would not be real people making our own decisions and our lives would be empty. So god gave people free will and one of the results of this is that people sometimes choose to do evil things. This means that bad has come out of god’s goodness. The problem with this is that while it accounts for moral evil (murder, rape etc), it doesn’t explain why we have natural evil in the world.
Or you could argue that the evil and suffering in the world forms part of god’s test. He is testing humans to see if they are still faithful enough to him to enter heaven. (To be honest this seems a bit harsh, especially as - if god was all-knowing he would already know who is going to pass the test and needn’t have bothered putting suffering in their way in the first place). But it might be a test of a different sort – a bit like an educational process where humans learn to be more godlike by having to overcome hurdles and challenges in the form of evil and suffering. Through responding to such things, people show and develop their true strengths – how many times do we see the best of people in a crisis? Of course, you could argue that god could have made humans perfect to start off with. But that would be denying humans the pleasure of achievement. I felt a great deal of pleasure when I finally learned how to ride a bike. If I was born with the ability to ride a bike, then I would never have experienced the satisfaction and the pleasure. It was worth a few grazed knees and bruises. It is the same with becoming godlike and evil and suffering.
Some Christians say that it is a punishment for our sins. To me this does not sound like the behaviour of an entirely good and loving god, though. It makes God sound a bit nasty and vengeful. These are surely the aspects of humans that God would want us to drop(especially according to Jesus’ teachings on forgiveness), so it doesn’t make much sense for God to show them in such a severe and obvious way in the world.

Some Christians even say that God knows why there is suffering in the world and it is not for us to try to work it out because we are just humans. God has his plan, and he knows best. This just makes god sound smug and again doesn’t really fit with the definition of what god is.

Personally, I do not believe in a god so I would agree with the statement. Every attempt to argue against it just seems to throw up more questions and problems. But if you accept that god doesn’t exist and there is no real “good” or “evil” in the world, then it all fits. Bad things happen sometimes. Good things happen sometimes. But at the end of the day they are all just random events in a godless universe.
PART “e” QUOTATIONS: HOW WOULD YOU RESPOND?

REMEMBER: Simply “I think… X thinks…Y thinks…” answers are not good enough. Your answers must contain reasons and arguments.

Don’t forget to mention the religion and throw in technical terms etc.

· ‘Suffering is caused by the Devil.’

· ‘When people suffer they are being punished for something they have done.’
· ‘People should make their own moral decisions without bothering about religion.’






Some Christians say that there is evil in the word because God gave us free will. It means we are able to make our own choices about how we act or behave. Without this ability we would just be like robots doing exactly what god wants. God would not want us to be robots though, because robots cannot love god properly. They would be programmed to love him, which isn’t the same thing. They would not be choosing to love him.


For love to mean something, people have to choose to do it. But the down side of free will is that it means can choose to do bad things as well.�














