What to wear in Marrakesh

Article 1

Having lived in Marrakesh for several years now, I’ve noticed the number of inappropriately dressed tourists in Morocco has soared. Moroccan men are not used to seeing bare flesh and Western women already have a reputation for being easy; some men even believe that they come to Morocco just to sleep with local men.

Exposing everything is not only disrespectful, but also perpetuates these myths about Western women. Scantily clad women will be stared at and called out to in the street. This level of attention is unlikely to be pleasant.  The majority of local women, especially the older generation in the medina (the central area of the city), cover their heads and wear long ‘djelleba’ or kaftans. Extremely traditional clothing dominates at formal occasions but it is quite usual in more casual settings.  Follow a few basic rules to avoid unwanted attention. Hot pants and miniskirts are a definite no-no. Cover cleavage, shoulders and knees. Don’t wear tight fitting clothing. Don’t worry about being too extreme. You won’t really gain anything from covering your hair, hands, feet or face.

Marrakesh’s new town, particularly Gueliz, is far more liberal and tourists can get away with more revealing outfits, though it’s still not advisable to push things too far.  It’s fine to wear swimming costumes at hotel pools and places such as Plage Rouge, Beldi Country Club or Oasiria. Just remember, no topless sunbathing!

Article 2

On your way to Morocco?  Hmmm...what to wear?

  

Perhaps it’s better to ask what not to wear in Morocco

Be careful of baring too much flesh

As far as clothing goes, Morocco is a rather modest country.  With that in mind, I would strongly recommend that women follow a daytime to-the-knee rule.  Short shorts and  short skirts really are not appropriate daywear, unless you are on your way to the beach or in the confines of your own hotel compound.  Additionally, midriff baring tops are a no-no, as are teensy-weensy tank tops.  I don't wear sleeveless tops by day either.  A little modesty goes a long way in ensuring that you are not unduly ogled in the streets.  Lest you start grumbling about these puritanical clothing strictures (I realize that you are on holiday, after all), do know that by night, you have much more latitude.  In many of Marrakech’s chic restaurants and clubs, lower necklines, shorter hemlines and what I refer to as “clingy little numbers” are entirely permissible. 

Tasks

Read the articles.

1) Summarise the authors’ opinions.

2) Why don’t they consider skimpy clothing to be appropriate?

3) Should Western women have to mind how they dress in Morocco?
