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DNA 

Record of work booklet

Name……………………………………………………………….

Form………………………………………………………………..

	Week
	Focus
	Class time

	1
	SCHP context

Kelly as a playwright

Original intentions
	· Read the play

· Discussion and exploration of themes and issues in ‘DNA’
· Introduction to the playwright and his intentions

· Original performance conditions and audience response

	2


	Language

Verbal and non – verbal communication


	· Kelly’s use of language
· What’s not said? Sub – text

· Standing up the text with movement & change in punctuation

· Miming and move the play

· Review and write up session

	3


	Vocal awareness
	· Use of voice as an actor
· Use of voice in the text

· Interpreting a character through voice

· Use of sound

	4


	Characterisation
	· Physicality

· Getting to know your character – a character out of context

· A day in the life of…



	5

	Visual, Aural Spatial
	· DNA – from a designer’s POV

· Lighting

· Staging

· Costume

· Sound

Design the production for the PAC or studio * 

	6

	Interpretation
	· Productions of ‘DNA’
· National Theatre production

· Original performance conditions

	7

	Review
	· Unit review and write up sessions

·  One to one help sessions


Unit one schedule – DNA by Dennis Kelly
Social, Cultural, Historical and Political context







TASK – In groups of no more than four, create a still image that you feel communicates something about modern day society (2008) that Kelly has referenced in this play. Show and discuss.











· TASK Research Dennis Kelly as a playwright, what is his style and intentions? What does he want to achieve as a writer of plays?
In light of this, answer the following questions;























































































































































































































































































































































TASK Create a series of 5 still images depicting the life and times of Dennis Kelly. 
Please make use of the following;

· Still Image

· Thought tracking

· Narration

Now create a short piece showing your reaction to reading this script for the first time, consider the difference in your reaction to this play and to ‘A Doll’s House’. What are the main differences between the two texts from your point of view?














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TASK – what’s not said? Making use of the sub – text
A) With a partner, perform the opening scene, how does Kelly introduce the narrative to the audience and how to we perceive the characters when seeing them at the start?
Show and discuss.
B) Pair up with another partnership and go back over the scene using both the lines and the subtext. Two people should read through the scene as the playwright intended and two should add a line after each character speaks that tells us what they are really thinking.

Things to consider;

· How does Kelly demonstrate the hierarchy between the characters?
· Why they choose not to say some things.
· The impact this has on their relationship knowing how the play ends.

· 











































































































































































































































































































































































TASK

TASK – Non – verbal communication

A) Pick a short moment from the closing stages of the play when the group realise that their friend is still alive.
Re – create this scene in mime.

Show it to another group and discuss;

· Did they understand more or less about the relationship between the characters?
· As an actor, what did this task force you to consider that you usually would not?

· How did this help us to understand the character, plot or scene better?
















































































































































































































B) Now come away from the spoken language a little more by turning this scene into a series of physical movements, they do not need to be as realistic or literal as your mime. Show and discuss as before using the same discussion points.







































































































































































































TASK
Catch up on any notes you have missed and finish any you have not completed. If you are up to date, you may get started on typing up your coursework using your completed notes in his booklet.

TASK  Vocal Awareness


A) Choose a line from the text that you feel is key to the narrative. Rehearse saying this line in five different ways. Now add actions. Perform and discuss the difference in perception with each different version.

B) In groups stand up a section of the text and annotate the text as you go indicating your chosen use of at least three of the following;

· Tone

· Pitch

· Rhythm

· Volume

· Accent

· Pronunciation

· Diction



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TASK
- Consider how you and others have used voice and silence for effect. Refer, in practical details, to particular moment in the play where voice has proved influential or crucial to a scene’s success. Do not exceed 200 words.































































































































TASK - Characterisation






































TASK -  Getting into character. Take on character from the story and put them into a police interview – how would they behave under pressure?
Perform and discuss

In light of your feedback from the audience and your rehearsal process, reflect on your methods of getting into character and suggest ways of improving your own ability in this area.


TASK – Developing your characters and the story
TASK – In groups of no more than 5, create the ‘false’ story in a series of movements. Is their story credible?













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TASK – Response to a practitioner & Interpretation

TASK – Police conference with the witnesses;
Bring together they key characters from the story with the local police and press.

The police are holding a conference before the boy is discovered to appeal fro witnesses.

Spend 5 minutes preparing your role and consider your response to the press / police / teenagers (depending on your role)

Come together and start the conference (one student to be the chief of police)

Consider the reactions of your character and how your performance is communicating with the audience.

AUDIENCE start and stop the role play to develop the interpretation of characters and the story.

Stop and discuss how this task has developed your understanding of;

· the plot 

· Your characters and their motivations

· The relationship between the characters in the story

· Your own performance style in terms of strengths and weaknesses


TASK – In your own time, reflect on you own techniques for preparing your role, how you developed the themes of the text and your performance as an actor. Compare and contrast your techniques with others.




TASK – Interpretation of the text

In your own time, find at least two examples of professional interpretations of this text which are contrasting.

Create a five minute presentation in groups of no more than 4.

Please allow time and cost for resource sheets for the audience (see your teacher if you need help).

In your presentation, pay attention to the use of visual, aural and spatial elements as well as the other elements such as use of non – verbal communication we have looked at so far. Make a mentioning of at least 3.






















































































































































TASK – Visual, Aural and Spatial – Designing ‘DNA’. You are a creative director for the PAC and you must decide how to stage a version of the play. You have to please a modern audience and make some tough decisions about how to communicate through visual, aural and spatial elements.
Present to the group justifying your ideas. You may wish to be inspired by a practitioner
Now draw your design, label and annotate as appropriate.



You’ve designed the set, now you have to come up with ways of using sound, lighting, costume and proxemics to complement the narrative. 
Create your stage and photograph it for your coursework

You call a production team meeting to decide how to use these elements. In groups of no more than five, make some notes on each element which summarises your ideas. Remember to justify why you made each decision.






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































REVIEWING THE UNIT

As a class, go back over your notes from the last half term and start to amalgamate them into a piece of coursework. 

You may include photocopies, diagrams, photos, drawings and anything you feel will help you to describe your process.

Here is a summary of what you need to write about for a final time;

· Social, cultural, historical and political context 

· Language 

· Non – verbal communication

· Vocal awareness

· Characterisation

· Response to a practitioner (just one, choose Stanislavski or Artaud)

· Visual, Aural and spatial awareness

· Interpretation of the text

This part of unit one should be no more than 1500 words

�





Themes of ‘DNA’





What key ideas about society has Kelly explored in this play? Add three key bullet points.
































Pick one of your three themes and explain how it could be seen as a sign of the life and times of Dennis Kelly. Consider that this is a contemporary play and how it is written for a modern audience.





Using the text, provide a quote that might prove your theory.





BORN





Dennis Kelly timeline – fill in the major societal events during Kelly’s life including when he wrote his works.





Early experience of the theatre


And training





Writing DNA





Edinburgh fringe 2009





Consider what you now know about this play and its playwright and discuss the target audience? These are the people the playwright intended the piece to be watched by.





What do you think the audience would have learnt from watching this piece / what did the playwright intend for them to be considering about their own lives and society at the time?





NOTES ON AUDIENCE RESPONSE











NOTES ON SUB TEXT TASK











NOTES ON NON – VERBAL COMMUNICATION











Notes on SPATIAL awareness – your use of space and visual impact and its relevance.





NOTES ON NON – VERBAL COMMUNICATION











Notes on SPACTIAL awareness – your use of space and visual impact and its relevance.





NOTES ON USE OF VOICE (A)











What vocal challenges does this scene pose to you as an actor? You may refer to the play as whole if you need to.












































Continue notes overleaf if necessary











Pick two contrasting characters from the text, with a partner create a short piece of prepared improvisation showing the contrast in how the two speak and what this says about them.





Character B -





Character A - 





If you were a professional actor tackling this play for the first time, think about three different techniques you would use to get into role. Explain and demonstrate your techniques to a partner.











Discuss and take notes on the pitfalls of role playing, how can you overcome them?





What practitioners can you think of who’s techniques you might draw upon to help get into and develop a character?

















NOTES ON GETTING INTO CHARACTER











What attempts did I make to make this character credible in the audience’s eyes?





NOTES ON DEVELOPING THE CHARACTER AND STORY











Developing your character through forum theatre / hot seating





NOTES ON THIS TASK





Please use the next two pages for notes on professional productions and interpretations. 


N.B Please reference and quote appropriately. 	




















































































































PTO for more space





Watch the DVD performance of ‘DNA’. Make some notes on the interpretation. How do the performers communicate with you and what was successful / less successful about it?





Consider at least three more of your coursework categories and how you could use them in your own work.





























































































































Audience





USE OF LIGHTING





USE OF SOUND





NOTES ON OVERALL PRESENTATION





USE OF PROXEMICS (space)





USE OF COSTUME








