
 

 

3rd February 2023 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

The days are slowly starting to get longer and Spring is just around the corner. We are only a couple 

of weeks away from half-term, and hopefully, after half-term, pupils will be able to make more use of 

the outdoor areas. The pupils have coped well with the wet winter and being inside the building at 

social times. I know they are now keen to use the outside facilities again.   

YEAR 11 REVISION 

We will once again be offering additional after-school revision sessions to Year 11 pupils to support 

them in the run-up to their GCSE examinations (which begin w/c 15th May 2023). A letter from Mr 

Pritchard, Deputy Head, will be coming out shortly with the full details. Please note that some 

sessions will be open to all pupils, whilst others are targeted to specific groups of pupils (we have 

termed these ‘Catch-up’ sessions). 

We fully expect all Year 11 pupils to be engaged in their own independent revision work at home and 

teachers have been preparing pupils for this. If your child is finding anything particularly difficult 

whilst revising topics, please do encourage them to talk to their teacher, for further support and 

guidance. 

We wish all our Year 11 pupils well with their examination preparation. 

YEAR 11 STUDY SKILLS 

On Thursday 2nd February 2023, our Dining Hall was packed full of Year 11 pupils and their parents 

for our Study Skills workshop. This was led by Mr Morland, Senior Assistant Headteacher/Head of Key 

Stage 4 and Mr Ryder, Head of Year 11, who focused their session on helping pupils’ understanding 

of effective revision techniques and approaches to good study habits in the crucial few months 

ahead. Pupils were encouraged to reflect on what worked best for each of them and also to explore 

how different techniques can be applied to different tasks. It was really encouraging to see how well 

attended the event was and this gives us high hopes for how our Year 11 pupils will begin their 

approach to their examinations later this summer.  

Above all else, we hope that they are supported in managing the distractions of their phones and 

plan their time wisely, ensuring that they vary their approaches depending on what they need to 

work on, establish effective revision plans and build in plenty of opportunities to test themselves and 

complete past examination questions. 



 

 

For any pupils or parents who were unable to attend this event, the slides used during the evening 

are available to be accessed at: https://www.cirencesterkingshill.gloucs.sch.uk/parents/year-11-

study-skills/ 

PARENTS’ EVENING 

Thank you to parents of Year 7 for attending your child’s Parent’s Evening on Thursday 26th January 

2023. It was encouraging to see so many of you attend and take an interest in your child’s education. 

I hope you enjoyed meeting your child’s teachers and found the evening beneficial.  

Year 10 Parents’ Evening is taking place on Wednesday 15th February 2023.  A reminder that this will 

be online and starts at 4.30pm. We hope that as many of you as possible are able to attend.  

FREE SCHOOL MEAL ALLOWANCE 

We are delighted to let you know that the school has agreed with Harrisons that any balance of the 

free school meal allowance left at the end of each day between Monday and Friday can be rolled 

over for the week.    

Pupils entitled to free school meals must use their allowance to purchase a lunch, but can then use 

any funds that are rolled over to purchase additional items at break and lunch.  The allowance will be 

reset at the end of each week.  This will come into effect from Monday 6th February 2023. 

Please see the school website for the current menu and tariff School Lunch Menu - Cirencester 

Kingshill School 

TEACHERS’ INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

Thank you for your support and understanding with the school being closed for many pupils on 

Wednesday 1st February 2023, due to the National Education Union (NEU) Industrial Action. We 

apologise for any inconvenience this may have caused you and we are sorry that your child’s 

education was disrupted. 

We are now able to gauge staffing levels for any possible future strike days by the NEU, which prior 

to Wednesday we were unable to do. In the event that the scheduled strike days happen in March 

2023, we will look to prioritise Year 11 coming into school. We are aware of how vital it is that Year 

11 pupils are in school during this crucial time in their GCSE Examination year and will do our utmost 

to accommodate them. 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

The Christmas Concert took place on Monday 16th January 2023. It was a real pleasure to be able to 

go back to St John Baptist Church in Cirencester and hold the event in such beautiful surroundings.  

The evening was a great success and my thanks go to the pupils who participated, those who came 

along to watch and Mr Ashby, Head of Music, for organising the concert. Hopefully, this year we will 

not be beaten by the weather and the concert can be held the right side of Christmas!   

AN EVENING OF DANCE – TUESDAY 7TH MARCH 2023 

An Evening of Dance is taking place on Tuesday 7th March 2023, starting at 6.00pm. This is always a 

lovely evening, with pupils displaying their gymnastic and dancing abilities. We hope as many parents 

as possible are able to attend and support them on the evening.  

 

As always, thank you for your continual support, it is very much appreciated. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Miss C.S. Oates 
Headteacher 
 


