
 

 
 

 

18th February 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

February half term is now upon us and we have made it through the first term of 2022.   

I would like to thank you for your understanding in closing school today, due to the adverse weather 

conditions.  It is never an easy decision to close school, but the safety of pupils and staff is always 

paramount. I hope you are all safe at home and your child has been able to successfully log onto 

their lessons remotely. 

Y11 EXAMINATIONS 

We have recently received information from the Department for Education (DFE) regarding the 

arrangements for the summer GCSE examinations. Their intention is to run a full suite of 

examinations, but with some adaptations in order to recognise lost learning that this year group has 

encountered during the COVID pandemic. The adaptations fall into 5 main categories: 

1. Examinations will be graded more generously this year – in order to set national pass rates 
higher than those achieved by pupils in 2019, but lower than what was achieved in 2021. 

2. Non-examination assessments and fieldwork requirements have been adjusted, with 
flexibility in some subjects. 

3. There will be less content or fewer topics for pupils in some GCSEs. 
4. Examination boards will be releasing information on the focus for examinations in most 

subjects in order to help pupils prioritise revision. 
5. Pupils will receive some support materials (such as equation or formulae sheets in some 

examinations) 
 

Subject teachers will go through the precise details with the pupil, although you can read these by 

following this link: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-
a-level-students-in-2022 

 
Teaching and revision between now and the summer examinations will be informed by these 
adaptations in order to ensure the best possible preparation for pupils. 
 
We will still be running our planned Year 11 assessments window towards the end of  
Term 4. We have been asked by the Department for Education to do this, and it will ensure a range 
of assessment evidence can be held by the school in the event of it being needed this summer. 
Teachers will be briefing pupils regarding dates and arrangements and we hope that pupils will be 
using the February half term break to prioritise revision. During these assessments we will 
endeavour to provide the necessary access arrangements for the pupils for whom this applies. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-students-in-2022
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-students-in-2022


 

 
 

 

 
We will provide further updates in Term 4, including arrangements for revision sessions. These 
sessions will be available for all pupils to attend. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE NOT IN EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT or TRAINING (NEET) 

We have been delighted to receive details on the progression of the Year 11 cohort of 2021. 

Information comes out at around this time each year and provides every school with a summary of 

the post 16 participation of their Year 11 leavers, based on an analysis of where pupils are based at 

the start of November, after they have left school. Every one of Kingshill’s leavers from the Summer 

of 2021 went on to some form of employment, school education or training – meaning that overall 

the school’s NEET figure was 0 – which is extremely rare in any cohort in any school! 

I would like to thank Mrs Hicks, Careers co-ordinator, for the huge investment she made, during all 

the restrictions of COVID, in supporting so many of these pupils with their post-16 applications and 

relentlessly chasing to ensure that they all made such successful transactions.  

For a year group that was so adversely affected by COVID-related disruption, this is a remarkable 

achievement. 

OPTIONS DAY  

The Year 9 pupils took part in their Careers Option Day on Tuesday, 15th February 2022, where they 

received an introduction to the options process and guidance to help them make the best choices in 

their GCSEs. 

Mrs Hicks ran a session on careers and post 16 education, including how this links into the subjects 

that they will need to choose for their options. Mr Macaulay, Head of RE and Social Studies, ran a 

session looking at the differences between a job and a career. Mr Stillman, Assistant Head and Year 

9 Options lead, introduced the subject choices we offer at Kingshill and issued the pupils with their 

Options Curriculum Booklet. 

Good Luck to all Year 9 pupils this year on making the right choices for their options. Support and 

encouragement from teachers and tutors will be given to help them make the right choices, before 

the deadline on 18th March 2022.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

WELLBEING 

With school starting to run more normally, we are again holding year assemblies in the sports hall. 

This helps bring pupils together for staff to convey any messages that need addressing as a year 

group. By having the assemblies as a year group, we aim to encourage a sense of togetherness in the 

assemblies, so pupils are aware that they are part of a community.  

We also encourage pupils to talk to staff is they have any concerns or worries. We have been living 

through difficult times over the past couple of years and there has been a lot of upheaval for pupils, 

and staff alike. Support is available for pupils that need it.  

12-15 YEAR -OLD COVID-19 VACCINATIONS – 1ST AND 2ND DOSE 

Gloucestershire Health & Care NHS Foundation Trust has confirmed that their team will be in School 

on Tuesday 8th March 2022, to administer the 2nd vaccination and also to offer 1st vaccinations to 

those pupils who now want to take up the offer. A letter from Gloucestershire Health & Care NHS 

Foundation Trust containing the information parents/carers need to discuss the vaccinations with 

their child, together with the link for the consent form, will follow in due course. 

FRIENDS OF KINGSHILL SCHOOL – REMINDER 

A reminder that the Friends of Kingshill School will be re-launching the Parent Teacher Association 

(PTA) at 6.00pm on Tuesday, 1st March 2022. All parents/carers are welcome to join the committee. 

If you are interested in joining, but are unable to attend, please see their Facebook page for further 

information: https://www.facebook.com/FKSCirencester/ 

INSET DAY  

A reminder that Monday 28th February 2022 is an Inset Day. School will be closed to pupils, we look 

forward to welcoming them back on Tuesday 1st March 2022.  

I would like to wish you all a happy and safe half term and as always, thank you for your continued 

support, it is much appreciated.  

Yours sincerely, 

Miss C.S. Oates 
Headteacher  
 

https://www.facebook.com/FKSCirencester/

